PRESS RELEASE: LAUNCHING OF MDL YARD 11880: VAGSHEER

MDL continues to blaze a glorious trail in India’s ‘Make in India’ initiative, with the launching of the
sixth Scorpene Submarine of Project-75 today i.e. 20 Apr 2022 by Smt. Veena Ajay Kumar. Dr.

Ajay Kumar, IAS, Defence Secretary was the Chief Guest for the event. Post launch, the

Submarine will undergo a very comprehensive and rigorous set of tests and trials, for more than a
year, to ensure delivery of a fully combat worthy submarine, capable of operation in all modes and
regimes of deployment.

Vagsheer is named after the Sand Fish, a deadly deep sea predator of the Indian Ocean.
The first Submarine Vagsheer, ex-Russia, was commissioned into the Indian Navy on 26 December
1974, and was decommissioned on 30 April 1997 after almost three decades of yeoman service to
the nation. In true nautical tradition, she finds a new incarnation, by the same name. Vagsheer,
infused with new life, by Mazagon Dock, once again a very powerful predator of the deep, guarding
the vast maritime interests of our nation.

Building the Scorpene Submarine was indeed a challenge for MDL, as the complexity of the
simplest of tasks increased exponentially due to all work having to be done in the most congested
of spaces. This complexity was further aggravated by the stringent clearances and tolerances, which
were required to be achieved, and maintained throughout the period of construction. These
challenges were, however, met head-on and successfully overcome by MDL, without any
compromise in Quality or performance.

The state-of-art technology utilised in the Scorpene has ensured superior stealth features
(such as advanced acoustic absorption techniques, low radiated noise levels, hydro-dynamically
optimised shape etc.) and the ability to launch a crippling attack on the enemy using precision guided
weapons. The attack can be launched with both torpedoes and tube launched anti-ship missiles,
whilst underwater or on surface. The stealth of this potent platform is enhanced by the special
attention provided to her characteristic underwater signatures. These stealth features give it an
invulnerability, unmatched by most submarines.

Scorpene submarines can undertake multifarious types of missions i.e Anti-Surface warfare,
Anti-Submarine warfare, Intelligence gathering, Mine Laying, Area Surveillance etc. The Submarine
is designed to operate in all theatres of operation, showcasing interoperability with other
components of a Naval Task Force. It is a potent platform, marking a transformational shift in
submarine operations.

With the launching of Vagsheer India further cements its position as a Submarine Building
Nation and MDL has more than lived up to its reputation as ‘Warship and Submarine Builders to the
Nation’. This is totally in sync with the current impetus of the Government towards ‘Make in India’
and ‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat'.

Four Submarines of the ongoing Project-75 Scorpene programme at MDL, Kalvari, Khanderi,
Karanj and Vela have been commissioned into the Indian Navy. The Fifth Submarine Vagir is under
Sea trials phase, whilst sixth and last Submarine will also undergo Sea trials after launching. The
Scorpene project would not have achieved the current progress without the unconditional support,
course correction and active encouragement of the Department of Defence Production (MoD) and
Indian Navy throughout it's various phases of construction.



It is also pertinent to mention that the two SSK submarines built by MDL during 1992 - 1994
are still in active service today, after more than 25 years, which is a testimony to the professionalism
and capability of Mazagon Dock personnel. MDL also achieved expertise in submarine refits by
successfully executing the Medium Refit-cum-Upgradation of all the four SSK class submarines of
the Indian Navy. It is presently carrying out the Medium Refit and Life Certification of INS Shishumar,
the first SSK submarine.

MDL has always been at the forefront of the nation’s visionary and progressive indigenous
warship building programme. In fact, with the construction of varied ranges of combat platforms such
as the Leander and Godavari class Frigates, Khukri class Corvettes, Coast Guard OPVs, 1241 RE
class Missile Boats, Delhi and Kolkata class Destroyers, Shivalik class Stealth Frigates, SSK
submarines and the Scorpene submarines under its belt, the history of modern day MDL is
synonymous with indigenous warship and submarine building in India. MDL’s contribution to
national maritime security and nation building continues with the current ongoing construction of 03
in no. P-15B Visakhapatnam class Destroyers and 04 in no. P-17A Nilgiri class Stealth Frigates.

Being sensitive and aware of the challenges of the future well in time, MDL has undertaken
and completed an extensive mordernisation programme for its infrastructure and facilities, at the
end of which it has 04 Drydocks, 03 Slipways, 02 Wet Basins and more than sixty Thousand square
metres of workshop area, with a capacity to build 10 capital warships and 11 submarines
simultaneously. This infrastructure is indeed a National Asset.

Buoyed by this, and armed with our rich experience, skilled workforce and strategic location
and congenial shipbuilding ecosystem we are ready for undertaking construction of the next
generation warships and submarines for the Indian Navy.

K3 =T THUA CIES 11880 Cal FAATIAIT: areiR

1. wHATe garT AT aRATser-75 i oodl Tl geged! &1 STaraaior A o e FAR
& FHA GaRT 20 3T 2022 FI FFdeed g3 ST 3ol $AR, SUTH, &7 |, HRd
AR, HEHA & JET AT | 56 STAGRYT & Y & THSITA o ‘Heh 3oT S15AT Ul H Th
Ol fAST HHS &1 STellaa’or & Sk 16, Ueh a¥ H 3T AT & folv, ngssﬂﬁqu IT9eh
3R FHoR ¢Fe 3R g A TR gHT difeh T g & g AT §ef Feh, iR Tl Yo @ Tefgeal
ATl &TH S T 3T fBellar  glaRea & sr @l

2. graviT &T A7 ‘A3 fher & AT X @1 IRT §, S foe AR & 18T Ule) ST Ush gTde A6l ¢
UGl YeTgsdll ATaNIR, TehH- TRIAT, i 26 TEHR 1974 Sl HRATT AT H harerfeiar foham I o1 iR
30 3% 1997 FI TS & foIT ST deT gerept Fr Jar & arg BFharefer v fear =r an)

3. ThIfeT TeTgedl 1 AT aecd H TASIUS & foIT Teh Taldl oY, Fifer @i R e Statgl # el
¥ TATH Hrf I SAfeerdr doi & 961 | 58 SATEelar &l FHoR Hol I TgeTelerdr & T 3R FaT
feam aram o, for o eHToT 3raf®r & STt E1f8er et 3R S=TT T@et 1 3raegendr Y| grefifes, oTaear




7 forsutest # IS FASiAr fhv &6, g7 gt &1 @ @e aik o & arn 3R wAdive ganr
SETCIECE] Ry fera |

a

4. ThITGT H YT &Y 318 AT TR & dgak Feo Fiawmsit & ARy fhar § (o
USAIEs Uh3fEceh UFHTNLIA CFaileh, ol IBUCS dTUST olded, BIS3I- SISATHhal TICIHISSTS AT
gcaTfe) AR SIS IMSSS AT T ST FIA §U GRAT T IR ATHHATT el Y &7 TG ¢
3MTShAYT RIS 3R IS cleTes Uie-RIT RIS el & A1y 9Tl & AR Hcg W har S g &
I F ST Tg FATdT, Tod FY U AfFarel 7T YT T g AR T fFRvar? s@ ey iR
EEIELEICIE]

5. TehlTlel Yeigeell fafaer gehR & orgal 1 fTFACRT of Tehdl § S Todl-8hE aR%IR, TET-HaeR
dRAI, Sefroled AT, AT AT, TRAT TWIASA=H ST | TeTgedl T Tiehal T ThR & TRTeled
A & [T, AdeT TEH BT & 3T TThl & SRS S fem@rsr & fore fhar s &1 98 v
IfFaRITel 7 §, S IeTgsell Hellelel H IRacInNT Seera i RAfegd Hdm |

6. THSIVA H AT Thfter aRATSTAT-75 & TR IeTgleaail dhoradl, @, sist 3R delr hr dHareriatar
R AT T T ST G & G Telgsall R aTg=T THET TRETOT & TROT H §| Si«ieh Sadi 3R
HTAH TeAgsell STATIARUT o dTe; YT FaaT IH8ToT 9T |

7. 9% 8 Soo@ AT IILTSF ¢ & THDTS garT a¥ 1992-1994 & gR1eT fAfAT & vavas Sof
Tergfesrar et 8 25 ast & 310 T T TSI Qa1 A § S THASIUS FaTaRET & hlRTer AT 8T
T TATUT § | THSIUC & SR A= T Fafl TR vHwden AT eigfeadl & HETH (rdool §6 Seeidel
& Hhel fASUIes & HIY-ATY UeIges Yeiboolt & 8 faRAs1ar ured & §1 adaAe 7g 7 vAdive
THTHS AU &I Ggell Teigsdl! HSTATH RIYAR HT AEAH Goidooll R o5 AeThehere &l S g
A @

8. UASITS §AT TS & graelf, STl 3R germedt Taeeh gguia AAToT srishar & 311t W61 &1 areaa
A, AffesT JohR & 3T Hal & TTY S fivsT 3R Meraldl Al Jguld, Gl Aol FRACH, deeTh
3ddTd, 1241 3Rs Aoft FaE dicq, e 3R Sicear Soft favaaes, Riarfees ot ey
fareeareh, TauHe: Yeisfeaan 3R Eehlfiel Uolgedl 58 &7 H §| UHSIUC ol oAt STagr R & Taerlt
FEUI Ud UeAgsall fTHTOT b7 T & | IS ohl FHAT FR&T 3R g AT H THSITS 7 QeTereT aeidred
A e T fam@rdcedera A0l fatases dri5e & it 9id 3R 91170 & R Ol ARy Ao €oy gegutd
fosAToT & @y SR g

09. &k FHY W Aiasy Fr AT & TR F ANl 3R SHTEH glhT, THSITS o 379e1T §fAamcr
e 3R Giaunsi & T ueh cardeh 3mefaehienior sRishA 1T foham &, fra# 04 31$sieh, 03 Favd, 02



9 S8 3N 16§l gaT HIeX @ 3118k &1 SRR & foT § S g3 10 3cas Jguid 3R 11 qugfesat
T fAToT I 7 U AT HeTH ST &

iy -
£ 6 1pia il




